Biographies follow in various lengths and styles.  Please choose that which best fits your space and style requirements.  If you have any questions or require any additional editing, please feel free to contact me at michael@michaeljglasgow.com or 919-845-0303.  

Please publish my website and Twitter handle with the biography, but not my 
e-mail (too many roving spam-bots are out there these days, and my e-mail contact is available through my website for those who need it).  

biographies below (revised June 2023)
· FULL (formal)

· MEDIUM (formal)

· SHORT (fun/casual)

· SHORT (formal)

· SUPER-SHORT (formal)
MICHAEL J. GLASGOW

b. 1977

FULL (formal):
Michael J. Glasgow is a native of Detroit, and his family still lives in Michigan.  An honors graduate from the College of Charleston (SC), Michael holds B.A. degrees in music theory/composition, and in journalism.  He holds a summa cum laude Master of Church Music degree from Concordia University Wisconsin as a rare double-emphasis student, in both choral and handbell music.
Michael has composed four musical plays (two of which premiered in Charleston's Sottile Theatre), as well as numerous original sacred choral, orchestral, and handbell compositions. His setting of the Latin Requiem text premiered on April 8, 2001, with full orchestra and choir, at North Raleigh United Methodist Church, where Michael served as Minister of Music from 1998 to 2021.  Its ten-year anniversary presentations on April 10, 2011 received tremendous acclaim.  On June 11, 2017 – his 40th birthday – Michael made his Carnegie Hall debut, conducting the work in New York City’s iconic venue; and conducted its European premiere in Vienna on June 17, 2019.  Three years later, he returned to Carnegie Hall to conduct the world premiere of his Gloria for orchestra and choir.
An active member of the American Composers Forum (ACF), American Choral Directors Association (ACDA), the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP), Handbell Musicians of America, and Mensa, Michael participates in many extracurricular and educational pursuits.  He also serves as the Bass Section Leader for the North Carolina Master Chorale.
A composer heralded for his “abundant melodic gift” (New York Concert Review), Michael strives to creatively advance the choral, handbell and orchestral literature.  His music has won numerous accolades and recognitions in composition contests and he has fulfilled more than 50 commissions, including Concerto for Castings, a multi-movement symphonic work featuring a virtuosic part for a solo percussionist on a handbell-keyboard instrument.
On the podium, Michael is a dynamic, energizing musician who connects well with people and music, and as such is sought after for conducting engagements throughout the country and abroad. Summer 2013 marked his international conducting debut, as a conductor for the Handbell Ringers of Great Britain Ringing Residency Week in Sheffield, England; a return appearance was almost immediately booked for 2015, and then, 2017. He has also conducted in the Eastern Caribbean, eastern and western Canada, Hong Kong, Austria, Singapore, and Iceland.
In his admittedly limited spare time, Michael enjoys weightlifting, yoga and gourmet cooking.  Additional information and samples of Michael’s work may be found at www.michaeljglasgow.com and on YouTube and Twitter: @MichaelJGlasgow.
MEDIUM (formal):
Michael J. Glasgow is originally from Michigan and now lives in North Carolina.  He holds B.A. degrees in music theory/composition, and in journalism; as well as a Master of Church Music degree from Concordia University Wisconsin as a rare double-emphasis student, in both choral and handbell music. In 2017, he made his Carnegie Hall debut conducting his Requiem for choir and orchestra, on his 40th birthday.  Five years later, he returned to the iconic venue to conduct the world premiere of his Gloria for choir and orchestra.
In addition to working as a full-service freelance conductor/clinician, composer/arranger and music instructor, Michael serves as the Bass Section Leader for the North Carolina Master Chorale.  He is a dynamic, energizing conductor who connects well with people and music, and as such is sought after for conducting engagements throughout the country and abroad.  Summer 2013 marked his international conducting debut, with the Handbell Ringers of Great Britain Ringing Residency Week in Sheffield, England; a return appearance was booked for 2015, followed by one for 2017.  He has also conducted in the Eastern Caribbean, Canada, Hong Kong, Austria, Singapore, and Iceland.
A composer heralded for his “abundant melodic gift” (New York Concert Review), Michael keeps busy his own projects, has fulfilled more than 50 commissions, and has been honored with numerous composition awards for organ, handbell and choral works.  His first published choral piece, Welcome the King (an SATB carol accompanied by solo viola), won the 2009 VocalEssence "Welcome Christmas" composition contest.  In 2013, Michael was commissioned to compose Concerto for Castings, a multi-movement symphonic work featuring a virtuosic part for a solo percussionist on a handbell-keyboard instrument.
Michael is proud to be an integral part in the development of new handbell events, having served as inaugural conductor for the annual Anthornis events for advanced ringers in Minneapolis, and its counterpart, Anthornis North in Fargo.  He is a member of ASCAP, American Composers Forum, Mensa, and several other professional organizations.  Additional information and samples of Michael’s work may be found at www.michaeljglasgow.com and on YouTube and Twitter: @MichaelJGlasgow.
SHORTER (fun/casual):
Michael J. Glasgow, who is likely either composing or working on a logic puzzle right now, is honored that you’re reading his biography: a thousand blessings on you and your house!  His work is legendary in church music, advertising, and supermarket-food-demonstrations (it was a dark time for him, but little old ladies still talk about his pioneer efforts with then-cutting-edge bagged salad).

Having retired from full-time church-music ministry after more than two decades, Michael’s excited to work full-time freelance, and offers his clientele a full-service experience, without the distractions of a church job or a school job.  (Yup, someone who actually answers the phone and returns e-mails: “what you need, when you need it.”).

Heralded for his “abundant melodic gift” (New York Concert Review), Michael is an award-winning composer of organ, handbell and choral works, and keeps busy with commissions (as well as pet projects that will never sell, but are fun to write).
Michael made his Carnegie Hall debut conducting his Requiem for chorus and orchestra in June 2017, and conducted its European premiere in Vienna in June 2019. He returned to the iconic New York City venue to conduct the world premiere of his Gloria in June 2022.  More than 160 engagements also have brought him to three dozen states, as well as England, Hong Kong, Singapore, Canada, Iceland, and a cruise ship in the Eastern Caribbean. 

While he’ll never be on Facebook, Michael is a member of ACDA, American Composers Forum, ASCAP, Handbell Musicians of America, Mensa, and several other professional organizations.  Visit www.michaeljglasgow.com, and subscribe to/follow @MichaelJGlasgow on YouTube and Twitter.
SHORTER (formal):
Michael J. Glasgow is originally from Michigan and now lives in North Carolina.  He holds B.A. degrees in music theory/composition, and in journalism; as well as a Master of Church Music degree, with emphases in both choral and handbell music.  

In addition to working as a full-service freelance composer, conductor and teacher, Michael serves as the Bass Section Leader for the North Carolina Master Chorale. A passionate composer with an “abundant melodic gift” (New York Concert Review), he keeps busy own projects, has fulfilled more than 50 commissions for various forces (including handbells, chorus, organ, orchestra and wind ensemble), and has been honored by several contests for organ, handbell and choral compositions.
Michael made his Carnegie Hall debut conducting his Requiem for chorus and orchestra in June 2017, and conducted its European premiere in Vienna two years later.  In June 2022 he returned to the iconic New York City venue to conduct the world premiere of his Gloria.

He is proud to have served as the inaugural conductor for the Anthornis and Anthornis North advanced-ringing events in Minneapolis and Fargo; additional international engagements include England, Canada, Hong Kong, Singapore, Iceland, and the Eastern Caribbean.
Michael is member of ASCAP, ACDA, American Composers Forum, Mensa, and several other professional organizations.  Additional information and samples of Michael’s work may be found at www.michaeljglasgow.com and on Twitter and YouTube: @MichaelJGlasgow.

SUPER-SHORT (formal):
An award-winning composer with an “abundant melodic gift” (New York Concert Review), Michael strives to creatively advance the art of handbell, choral and orchestral music through special projects and assignments. He has fulfilled more than 50 commissions for various forces including handbells, chorus, organ, orchestra and wind ensemble.
Michael made his Carnegie Hall debut conducting his Requiem for chorus and orchestra in June 2017, and conducted its European premiere in Vienna two years later. In June 2022 he returned to the iconic New York City venue to conduct the world premiere of his Gloria.

Michael is proud to have served as the inaugural conductor for the Anthornis and Anthornis North advanced-ringing events in Minneapolis and Fargo; additional international engagements include England, Canada, Hong Kong, Singapore, Iceland and the Eastern Caribbean.  He also serves as the Bass Section Leader for the North Carolina Master Chorale.
More information and samples of Michael’s work may be found at www.michaeljglasgow.com, and on Twitter and YouTube: @MichaelJGlasgow.
